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Sunday, September 13

Lector: Patty Clark
Extraord. Ministers: Linda Roe,
Kathy Clark, Connie Doss, Ron Eby

Sunday, September 20
Lector: Tim Dennis

Extraord. Ministers: Kathy Clark, Barry Doss, Connie

Doss, Ron Eby
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Please remember, we are asking all parishioners
to bring 2 desserts for the Festivall

iPor favor recuerden, les estamos pidiendo a todos
los feligreses que traigan 2 postres para el Festival!
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Seminarians for the
month of September
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al gKSg [ Yo el sabado 19 de septiembre de 2025 (en espafiol)
e el area de Fayetteville / Springdale desde 9 a.m. a 5 p.m.

(la ubicacion exacta solo se revela a las participantes registradas)

No estas sola. Sin juzgar. Seguro. Confidencial.

Hay esperanza.
¢Realmente me perdonara Dios?

¢Por qué sigo sintiendo que no he sido perdonado?

Hay sanacion.

iExperimente el amor y la miseticordia de Dios!

Se requiere preinscripcion. Para obtener mas

informacion e insctipcion, llama o envia un mensaje

de texto a nuestra linea confidencial 501-663-0996

:E" o envia un correo electronico a Proyecto Rachel

projectrachel@dolr.org

(o raquel

También hay retiros para hombres y retitos en inglés.

ST. PADRE PIO

The Catholic Diocese of Little Rock is committed to protecting children and young

people. If you are aware of abuse or have been abused by Clerics, Church volunteers,

or Church workers, please contact the State of Arkansas Hotline for Crimes against

Children at 1-800-482-5964 and the Chancellor | General Counsel, Den. Matthew A.
Glover, (501) 664-0340 ext. 361. For pastoral assistance please contact the Victim Assistance
Coordinator for the Diocese of Little Rock: Laura Gottsponer at (501) 499-9110. Diocese of
Little Rock, 2500 N. Tyler Street, Little Rock, AR 72207.

La Didcesis Catdlica de Little Rock esta comprometida a proteger a los nifios y jovenes. Si
usted estd enterado de algun abuso o ha sido abusado por Clérigos, voluntarios o
funcionarios de la Iglesia, por favor comuniguese a la Linea de Ayuda del Estado de
Arkansas para Crimenes contra Nifios al (800) 482-5964 v con el Canciller | Asesor
General, Didac. Matthew A. Glover (501) 664-0340, ext. 361. Para asistencia pastoral, por favor
comuniguese con la Coordinadora de Asistencia para Victimas de la Didcesis de Little Rock Laura
Gottsponer (501) 499-9110. Didcesis de Little Rock, 2500 M. Tyler Street, Little Rock, AR 72207.
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Tamales Tacos Pupusas
Carne Asada Rice Beans
Chips & Salsa Hotdogs
Buargers Ribs Spring Rolls
Egg Rolls Noodles

Games Candy Popcorn
Nachos & More!




Weekly Scripture

Sunday’s Readings
First Reading

Forgive your neighbor's injustice;
then when you pray, your own sins will be
forgiven. (Sir 28:2)

Psalm

The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich
in compassion. (Ps 103)

Second Reading

None of us lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself.
For if we live, we live for the Lord,
and if we die, we die for the Lord. (Rom 14:8)

Gospel

Peter approached Jesus and asked him,
“Lord, if my brother sins against me,
how often must | forgive?
As many as seven times?”
Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but

Virtues, Exp’a"ned! seventy-seven times.” (Mt 18:21-22)

Th d Id I tsh Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
sl Elilellis A he i s ssne ICAL Ik, The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for

in some ways, to be shrinking. Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

For good or ill, thanks to the internet, the
widespread use of social media, and the
omnipresence of smartphones, we are
finding ourselves interacting frequently with
people who live, act, and think differently
than we do.

It may well be that the virtue of friendliness,
known officially as affability, is more
important than ever.

In fact, being attached as it is to the virtue of Live The I-itu rgy
Inspiration of the Week

justice, friendliness is a debt we owe our
fellow human beings, writes St. Thomas

Aquinas (Sum.,, IL:II, 114, Art. 2). The fact is, we We have all been the wicked servant. We
cannot evangelize without kindness. We can have denied others the same forgiveness
see this in the instructions Christ gives his and grace shown to us. This week, let us find
disciples in the Gospel of Matthew: “As you new ways to make the love and mercy of
enter a house, wish it peace. If the house is God manifest in the lives of those we meet.

worthy, let your peace come upon it; if not,
let your peace return to you.” (Matthew 10:13)
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Worship & Observances

A Blessing for
Grandparents

Dear God,
Bless the grandparents in our community.
Stir in them a sense of caring,

thoughtfulness, and kindness toward their
preceding generations. Like St. Anne and St.
Joachim, inspire them to live lives of brave
faith and virtue. Give them and their families
warm memories, happy times, and bright
hope.

Amen.

Readings for the
Week of September 13, 2026

Sunday

Sir 27:30-28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12/Rom 14:7-9/
Mt 18:21-35

Monday

Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38/Phil 2:6-11/
Jn 3:13-17

Tuesday

1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Jn 19:25-27 or
Lk 2:33-35

Wednesday

1 Cor 12:31-13:13/Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 12 and 22/Lk 7:31-35

Thursday
1 Cor 15:1-11/Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28/Lk 7:36-50

Friday

1 Cor 15:12-20/Ps 17:1bcd, 6-7, 8b and 15/Lk 8:1-3
Saturday

1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49/Ps 56:10c-12, 13-14/Lk 8:4-15

Next Sunday
Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18/Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/
Mt 20:1-16a

O\ Ladyof Sorro

Observances for the Week
of September 13, 2026

sunday
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Grandparent’s Day
Monday

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Tuesday

Our Lady of Sorrows

Wednesday
Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs

Thursday

St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and Doctor of
the Church; St. Hildegard of Bingen, Virgin
and Doctor of the Church

Saturday
St. Janarius, Bishop and Martyr

Next Sunday
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Catechetical Sunday
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mercy You Can Feel

“You qualify for forgiveness,” | heard the woman
on the other end of the phone tell me, and |
surprised myself by starting to weep.

| had called the hospital system'’s financial
services department to set up a payment plan
on a balance | owed after having some
unexpected scans and tests. | was hoping to
minimize the dent our family’s savings took —
transform one devastating wallop into a series of
more easily absorbed blows, so to speak.

Imagine my surprise when | realized the hospital
was pulling its punch. If you have ever had a
financial debt forgiven, you know the relief that
came over me in that moment.

It wasn't until a little later that the guilt set in. |
know so many people who have medical debt.
Why was | able to get out of paying, and they
were not?

But the cold, hard truth is that | didn't “get out” of
anything. My insurance, for which | pay, had
given the hospital enough money to cover the
true cost of the procedures.

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples the parable
of the wicked servant who failed to forgive the debts of

others, despite receiving mercy for his own debt.

That balance would merely have increased the
hospital’s profit.

Make no mistake: capitalism does not forgive.

If you describe the Sacrament of Reconciliation
to someone unfamiliar with theology, chances
are they'll think God is a chump. “You get to go in,
say you're sorry, and leave — and everything's
just fine?” someone once asked me in disbelief.

Well, yeah. That's forgiveness.

Real mercy cannot be budgeted. It must be
given recklessly, extravagantly, against all
reason. It must cost the giver. It must scandalize
any accountant worth his salt. And no one
“qualifies.”

If | can’t wrap my head around the ideq, it might
mean I'm stuck in a for-profit paradigm of
justice. It might just mean that | need to engage
more in real mercy. Mercy | can feel.

-Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
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Gospel Meditation

A COMMITMENT TO

FORGIVE

In my parish, there was once a new employee who
frequently told me she was sorry for various
imperfections in her work. It could be a little tiring. |
finally told her, “You know, you don’t have to say
‘sorry’ so often.” She looked me right in the eyes and
said, “Father, you're right. I'm sorry.” Her ear-to-ear
grin betrayed that she enjoyed the irony — and that
she would keep asking for forgiveness as often as she
needed it.

The Gospel reading this week proclaims to us that
God, in Jesus, delights in numerous requests for, and
the granting of, forgiveness. To Peter’s question,
“Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must
| forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus responds,
“I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven
times.” In other words, Peter, stop counting.

Christian life should be marked by a commitment to
frequent forgiveness. God never tires of forgiving us.
His limitless love has overcome the power of
vengeance, hatred, and division. We tap into that
each and every time we ask for forgiveness or extend
it to another.

How beautiful our hearts become when they become
accustomed to frequent forgiveness! How joyful and
attractive become our marriages, families, and
parish communities! How light our souls feel when
unburdened by the habit of keeping score.

Challenge: Name one thing, small or large, for which
you could ask forgiveness from someone in your life.
Then do it.

— Father John Muir
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Liturgical Life

St. Peter Claver (1580-1654) was born in Catalonia,
Spain, studied at the University of Barcelona, and
joined the Jesuits. Encouraged by St. Alphonsus
Rodriguez, he became a missionary to Cartagena,
Colombia, and was ordained in 1615. In a major
center of the slave trade, he called himself “the slave
of the Negroes forever.” As ships arrived with their
human cargo, St. Peter Claver and a group of
interpreters would rush into the hold with food and
medicine. When the slaves were moved to pens to
await sale, he continued to work among them,
communicating God's love with acts of generosity
and teaching the Catholic faith.

St. Peter Claver is believed to have baptized and
catechized more than 300,000 enslaved persons.
Canonized in 1888, he is the patron saint of African
Americans and enslaved peoples.

SHOP LOCAL.

e — . TR —— -

EAT LOCAL

ST. PETER
CLAVER

FEAST DAY
SEPTEMBER 9

Support Our Local Advertisers!

Please show your support for your parish by also supporting
our advertisers. We wouldn't be able to bring uou our bulletin
every week without them. Please encourage and remind
others to show their support and shop local.
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Liturgical Life
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GOD BLESS OUR
GOD BLESS OUR
GOD BLESS OUR
GO0 BLESS OUR
GOD BLESS QUK

Catholic Trivia

TRUE or FALSE:
A pope’s pontificate
begins at their coronation.
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Why Do We Do That?
Catholic Life Explained

Question

Why can't everyone who wants to receive Communion,
receive Communion at Mass?

Answer

Outside of the Church, many organizations have all
sorts of requirements for membership: dues,
achievements, professional standings, etc. The
requirements bring the group together in common
purposes and goals. Within the Church, there are also
basic “requirements” for receiving the sacraments.
As Catholics, we believe that the Eucharist is the true
“Bread of Life.” It is the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity
of Jesus Christ. When we receive the Eucharist, we
are receiving Jesus. Out of reverence for Christ, only
those in union with this teaching and in a state of
grace should receive communion. As Catholics, we
should abstain from communion if we are in mortal
sin.

While we share many articles of faith with our
Protestant brothers and sisters, their understanding
of this teaching is fundamentally different. For most
non-Catholic churches, they do not believe that
Christ becomes truly present in the Eucharist. As
such, they should not receive communion in a
Catholic Church. These differences are greater for
people of non-Christian faiths, and even more
apparent for those who do not believe in God.
Receiving communion is not a right, but a gift to be
accepted in humble, trusting faith.

Peter approached Jesus and asked him, “Lord, if my brother sins against me,
how often must | forgive? As many as seven times?" Jesus answered, "l say to
you, not seven times but seventy-seven times." - Mt 18:21-22

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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