August 9, 2026 Saint Anne Catholic Church
De Agosto de lglesia de Santa Ana

Berryville, AR

s 19TH SUNDAY IN
:  ORDINARY TIME

. He became frightened; and,
~ beginning to sink, he cried
: out, “Lord, save me!”
- Immediately Jesus stretched
out his hand and caught
Peter. - Mt 14:30-31
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Peter said to him in reply, “Lord, if it is you,
command me to come to you on the water.”
He said, “Come.” Peter got out of the boat and , .

began to walk on the water toward Jesus. But A f, EcA K Y af [\l‘y € e
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Seminarians for the
month of July
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HOME MISSIONS APPEAL
You are not alone. Non-judgmental. Safe. Confidential.
There is Hope.

Can God really forgive me? Why do I still feel unforgiven?
1 just can’t forgive myself.

There is Healing.

Experience God’s love and mercy!
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The Catholic Diocese of Little Rock is committed to protecting children and young
people. If you are aware of abuse or have been abused by Clerics, Church volunteers,
or Church workers, please contact the State of Arkansas Hotline for Crimes against
Children at 1-800-482-5964 and the Chancellor | General Counsel, Den. Matthew A.
Glover, (501) 664-0340 ext. 361. For pastoral assistance please contact the Victim Assistance

Coordinator for the Diocese of Little Rock: Laura Gottsponer at (501) 499-9110. Diocese of
Little Rock, 2500 M. Tyler Street, Little Rock, AR 72207.

La Didcesis Catdlica de Little Rock esta comprometida a proteger a los nifios y jovenes. Si
usted estd enterado de algin abuso o ha sido abusado por Clérigos, voluntarios o
funcionarios de la Iglesia, por favor comuniquese a la Linea de Ayuda del Estado de
Arkansas para Crimenes contra Nifios al (800) 482-5964 v con el Canciller | Asesor
General, Didac. Matthew A. Glover (501) 664-0340, ext. 361. Para asistencia pastoral, por favor
comuniquese con la Coordinadora de Asistencia para Victimas de la Didcesis de Little Rock Laura
Gottsponer (501) 499-9110. Didcesis de Little Rock, 2500 N. Tyler Street, Little Rock, AR 72207.




Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:

Then the LORD said to him,
“Go outside and stand on the mountain before the LORD;
the LORD will be passing by.” (1 Kgs 19:11)

Psalm:
Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation. (Ps 85)

Second Reading:

| speak the truth in Christ, | do not lie;
my conscience joins with the Holy Spirit in bearing me
witness. (Rom 9:1)

Gospel:

Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught Peter,
and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you
doubt?” (Mt 14:31)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

In the midst of life’s greatest storms, Jesus
comes to us, but we may not recognize him.
We may test him. In doing so, he will test us —
and likely, we will fail. But when we falter, his
saving hand is there.

Observances for the week of
August 9, 2026

Sunday: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday: St. Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr
Tuesday: St. Clare, Virgin
Wednesday: St. Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious
Thursday: Sts. Pontian, Pope, and

Hippolytus, Priest, Martyrs
Friday: St. Maximillian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr
Saturday: The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Next Sunday: 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Virtues, Explained!

What is serenity? It is an attitude of
calm, one that can only be identified
when contrasted with turmoil. It

is stillness in a storm. It is Christ,
walking steadily across the raging
waves. It is the feeling we find when
we are reconciled to God’s mercy.

Prayer in Faith in Trial

Dear God,

In this time of difficulty, be with me.
When | don’t feel Your presence or
hear Your voice, sustain me.

When | don’t see the path ahead,
guide me.

When | don’t know the next step,
support me.

In every day and in every moment, be
my strength.

Amen.
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Readings for the week of
August 9, 2026

Sunday:
1 Kgs 19:93a, 11-13a/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12,
13-14/Rom 9:1-5/Mt 14:22-33

Monday:
2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9/
Jn 12:24-26

Tuesday:
Ez 2:8-3:4/Ps 119:14, 24, 72,103, 111, 131/
Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14

Wednesday:
Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/
Mt 18:15-20

Thursday:
Ez 12:1-12/Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62/
Mt 18:21-19:1

Friday:
Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63/Is 12:2-3,
4bcd, 5-6/Mt 19:3-12

Saturday:

Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/Ps 132:6-
7, 9-10, 13-14/1 Cor 15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-28
Day: Rv 11:193; 12:1-64a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11,
12,16/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56

Next Sunday:
Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8/
Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-28

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2026

Worship & Meditation

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

As a young, newly ordained priest, | admired a senior priest
who was gifted, beloved, and had changed countless lives.
But soon | learned that he had fallen in catastrophic and
destructive ways. The painful juxtaposition of good and evil
was complex to process. How could someone so seemingly
good also be so broken and deceptive? It forced me to
confront a sobering truth: leadership in the Church is no
guarantee against weakness or sin.

Peter teaches that truth in this week’s Gospel. When he sees
Jesus walking on the sea, Peter does what leaders do. He
goes first. “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you
on the water.” But when he sees how strong the wind is, he
becomes frightened and, beginning to sink, cries out, “Lord,
save me.” Immediately, Jesus stretches out his hand and
catches him.

St. Thomas Aquinas observes that Peter overcomes the
greater danger of the waves but falters before the lesser
threat of the wind. This is the paradox leaders often face. It
is not always the great trials that undo us, but the smaller,
quieter temptations, such as subtle fears and compromises,
that lead us to sink.

The good news is that Jesus does not abandon Peter. He
saves him before it is too late. Our frail humanity lives within
a rhythm of grace, risk, failure, and mercy. Jesus helps Peter
overcome both the obvious and hidden sources of fear, and
he promises to do the same for us. So, let us pray for all,
especially our spiritual leaders.

— Father John Muir
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