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“Whoever wishes to come
after me must deny
himself, take up his cross,
and follow me. For whoever
wishes to save his life
will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for my
sake will find it.”

- Mt 16:24b-25

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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Please remember, we are asking all parishioners
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Seminarians for the
month of August
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e el area de Fayetteville / Springdale desde 9 a.m. a 5 p.m.

(la ubicacion exacta solo se revela a las participantes registradas)

No estas sola. Sin juzgar. Seguro. Confidencial.

Hay esperanza.
¢Realmente me perdonara Dios?

¢Por qué sigo sintiendo que no he sido perdonado?

Hay sanacion.

iExperimente el amor y la miseticordia de Dios!

i Se requiere preinscripcion. Para obtener mas
il informacién e inscripcién, llama o envia un mensaje
‘ ; s ; O R R -X 3 de texto a nuestra linea confidencial 501-663-0996
e ° o envia un correo electronico a Proyecto Rachel
o projectrachel@dolr.org

‘o raquel

También hay retiros para hombres y retitos en inglés.

ST. PADRE PIO

The Catholic Diocese of Little Rock is committed to protecting children and young

people. If you are aware of abuse or have been abused by Clerics, Church volunteers,

or Church workers, please contact the State of Arkansas Hotline for Crimes against

Children at 1-800-482-5964 and the Chancellor | General Counsel, Den. Matthew A.
Glover, (501) 664-0340 ext. 361. For pastoral assistance please contact the Victim Assistance
Coordinator for the Diocese of Little Rock: Laura Gottsponer at (501) 499-9110. Diocese of
Little Rock, 2500 N. Tyler Street, Little Rock, AR 72207.

La Didcesis Catdlica de Little Rock esta comprometida a proteger a los nifios y jovenes. Si
usted estd enterado de algun abuso o ha sido abusado por Clérigos, voluntarios o
funcionarios de la Iglesia, por favor comuniguese a la Linea de Ayuda del Estado de
Arkansas para Crimenes contra Nifios al (800) 482-5964 v con el Canciller | Asesor
General, Didac. Matthew A. Glover (501) 664-0340, ext. 361. Para asistencia pastoral, por favor
comuniguese con la Coordinadora de Asistencia para Victimas de la Didcesis de Little Rock Laura
Gottsponer (501) 499-9110. Didcesis de Little Rock, 2500 M. Tyler Street, Little Rock, AR 72207.




Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings
First Reading:

| say to myself, | will not mention him,
| will speak in his name no more.

But then it becomes like fire burning in my heart,
imprisoned in my bones. (Jer 20:9)

Psalm:
My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. (Ps 63)

Second Reading:
| urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God,
to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship. (Rom 12:1)

Gospel:
“For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” (Mt 16:25)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

Plenty of people are drawn to Jesus. Curious
about him. Inspired by him. But can they carry
the cross? Today, Jesus tells us that we cannot
have one without the other — it is Christ and
the cross, or nothing at all. Which will we
choose?

Observances for the week of
August 30, 2026

Sunday: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Thursday: St. Gregory the Great, Pope and Doctor
of the Church

Next Sunday: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Virtues, Explained!

Virtuous zeal refers to an all-
consuming love, which has for its
object the Lord Himself. Closeness
with God is impeded by anything
contrary to the teachings of Jesus
Christ, so no person can be “zealous”
for God if they are violent or hateful.

Prayer for Vocations

Dear God,

Give us the courage and strength to
answer when You call! Give us clarity
and trust to hear Your soft invitations.
Give us the love to respond, and the
bravery to take the steps that will
bring us ever closer to You.

Amen.
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Readings for the week of
August 30, 2026

Sunday:
Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/
Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27

Monday:
1 Cor 2:1-5/Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 101,
102/Lk 4:16-30

Tuesday:
1 Cor 2:10b-16/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13ab,
13cd-14/Lk 4:31-37

Wednesday:
1 Cor 3:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21/
Lk 4:38-44

Thursday:
1 Cor 3:18-23/ Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/
Lk 5:1-11

Friday:
1 Cor 4:1-5/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-40/
Lk 5:33-39

Saturday:
1 Cor 4:6b-15/Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21/
Lk 6:1-5

Next Sunday:
Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7b, 7¢c-9/
Rom 13:8-10/Mt 18:15-20

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Worship & Meditation

wElGHT
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Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

Do you know what it is like to be thrilled by the power of
Christian faith one moment and then utterly fail in it the next?
| do. That is Peter in today’s Gospel. After last week’s bold
confession, he now hears Jesus speak of suffering and death,
and something in him recoils. He takes Jesus aside and tries
to correct him. Jesus responds with the shocking rebuke, “Get
behind me, Satan.”

Peter is the mirror of every disciple. We love Jesus until he
contradicts the script we have written for our lives. Peter
does not reject Jesus. He rejects a suffering Jesus. So do we,
whenever we avoid a hard responsibility, resist a demanding
relationship, or cling to comfort instead of choosing love. We
want a Lord who supports our plans, not one who overturns
them.

Yet Jesus does not discard Peter. He redirects him. “Whoever
wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross,
and follow me.” In effect, Jesus says, stop trying to lead me. Let
me lead you. Discipleship does not begin with heroism or clarity
but with surrender. It means trusting that God’s path to life often
passes through places we would never choose.

Peter is all of us. We move from insight to confusion, from
confidence to correction. That is why we should have hope.
Jesus patiently teaches us again and again. Trust me. Get behind
me. Follow me. When we stop fighting the crosses that come
and start carrying them with him, we discover a freedom deeper
than comfort and a love stronger than fear.

— Father John Muir
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