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20™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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“There is a baptism with which | must be baptized, and how great
is my anguish until it is accomplished! Do you think that | have
come to establish peace on the earth? No, | tell you, but rather
division. From now on a household of five will be divided, three

against two and two against three.” - Lk 12:50-52

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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Day of Prayer & Healing Retreat

for women

Saturday Auqust 23, 2025, 9am - 5pm

in the Northwest Arkansas area

(exact location disclosed only to registered participants)

Youaare not alone. Non-judgmental. Safe. Confidential

There is Hope.

Can God really forgive me? Why do I still feel unforgiven?

I just can’t forgive myself
There is Healing.

Experience God’s love and mercy!

Confidential pre-registration required, To register call or text
our confidential helpline §01-663-0996

Our Semﬁmﬁa \
for the month of
August, 2025

R\

Phillip Zawislak -
Contact address: !
House of Formation,
1201 5. Van Buren,
Lirtle Rock, AR 72204

For more information

Pedro

On OUr SemMINanans, go o
Alvarez

-

Widows of Divine
Mercy: AR

\"\ w.dolr. ng/safnﬂhaﬁans
~

When: August 27, 2025
3:00-4:30
Where:
Classrooms at St. Anne’s
Contact your Parish office for
more information

Are you a widow seeking the spiritual support of other
widows?

or enal PrqectRachelpmgﬂmhgl@dgkmg Have you, as a widow, seen the graces offered by Our Lord
Please also contact us for information about healing opportunities i Hli= Bline Marey? OF vould vl llke toses.mores
m Spmlsh or for men, . r']Ch(’l Would you like to learn more about spiritual widowhood
All inquiries are kept strictly confidential, ‘ and the graces it offers?
Are you interested in learning more about the wisdom of
Jesus offered to St. Maria Kawalska in her “Diary of Divine
Mercy “?
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Office of he Behop

August 13, 2025
To the people of the Diocese of Little Rock,

As you know from the news, the ongoing crisis in Gaza has left many people in desperate
circumstances. Our Church mourns the ternble suffering of Christians and other innocent victims
of violence in Gaza and surrounding areas. These people are struggling to survive, protect their

children and hive with dignity in dire conditions. Pope Leo XIV continues to call for a cease fire
and for aid to enter the territory.

Given the extraordinary nature of this crisis, we have been asked to take up a special
collection to provide humanitanan relief and pastoral support through either the Catholic Near
East Welfare Association (CNEWA) or Catholic Relief Services (CRS). Both organizations have
well-established partnerships with the Catholic Church in the region. Moreover, | am a member
of the board of directors of CRS and so have chosen CRS to be the recipient of donations from
the Diocese of Little Rock, but any donations intended for CNEWA will be sent to them.

I am asking that all priests make arrangements to take up a second collection, as soon as
reasonably possible, to assist the suffering people of Gaza and send 1t to the diocese for

transmittal to CR.S. Thank you for your generosity and your prayers for the suffering people of
Gaza.

Al Pueblo de la Didocesis de Little Rock:

Como sabran por las noticias, la continua crisis en Gaza ha dejado a mucha gente en
circunstancias desesperadas. Nuestra [glesia lamenta el termble sufrimiento de los cristianos y
otras victimas inocentes de violencia en Gaza y en los alrededores. Estas personas estan
luchando para sobrevivir, proteger a sus hijos y vivir con dignidad en condiciones apremiantes.
El Papa Leon XIV sigue pidiendo un cese al fuego y que se permita la entrada de ayuda al
terrtorio.

Dada la naturaleza extraordinaria de esta crisis, se nos ha pedido tomar una colecta
especial para proveer ayuda humanitaria y apoyo pastoral a través de la Asociacion Catdlica para
el Bienestar del Cercano Oriente (CNEWA, por sus siglas en ingles) o Servicios Catolicos de
Ayuda (CRS, por sus siglas en inglés). Ambas organmizaciones cuentan con colaboraciones bien
establecidas con la Iglesia catolica en la region. Ademas, soy miembro de la junta directiva de
CRS, por lo que he elegido a CRS para ser el destinatario de los donativos de la Diocesis de
Little Rock, pero cualquier donativo destinado para CNEWA se enviara a ellos.

Pido que todos los sacerdotes hagan arreglos para tomar una segunda colecta, tan pronto
como sea razonablemente posible, para ayudar al pueblo sufriente de Gaza y enviarla a la
diocesis para remitirla a CRS. Gracias por su generosidad y oraciones por el pueblo sufriente de
Gaza.

Simnceramente en Cristo,

S

+Anthony B. Tayl
Obispo de Little Rock



Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:

Then the king ordered Ebed-melech the Cushite
to take three men along with him,
and draw the prophet Jeremiah out of the cistern
before he should die. (Jer 38:10)

Psalm:
Lord, come to my aid! (Ps 40)

Second Reading:
Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnhesses,
let us rid ourselves of every burden and sin
that clings to us
and persevere in running the race that lies before us. (Heb 12:1)

Gospel:
Jesus said to his disciples:
“I have come to set the earth on fire,
and how | wish it were already blazing!” (Lk 12:49)

Devotions, Explained!

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, . X
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. Deﬁned by a monophor“(:

(meaning a single melody
without harmony or chords),

LiVG The Liturgy unaccompanied song, Gregorian
Inspiration of the Week

chant is a form of sacred music
used in liturgical settings and
prayer. It has been synonymous
with Catholic musical worship
since the first millennium.

Jesus tells us that he has come to set fire to
the earth. What can we give him as kindling?
Let us look into our souls and see where the
fire of Christ can be ignited, and pray that
our souls may be consumed by its life-giving

flames. Prayer for Bravery

Dear God,

Observances for the week of In the moments when my faith

August 17, 2025 i§ r_net wit_h others’ disdain or
ridicule, give me the grace to

Sunday: 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time be grounded in You. Remind me

Tuesday: st. John Eudes, Priest that Your mission'matters, and

Wednesday: St. Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of the that_You alone brln_g comfort,

Chirch healing, and salvation.

Thursday: St. Pius X, Pope Amen.

Friday: The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Saturday: St. Rose of Lima, Virgin

Next Sunday: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

©LPi SUNDAY, AUGUST 17, 2025 20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME



Worship & Meditation

Readings for the week of
August 17, 2025

Sunday:
Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Ps 40:2, 3, 4,18 (14b)/
Heb 12:1-4/Lk 12:49-53

Monday:
Jgs 2:11-19/Ps 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-40,
43ab and 44/Mt 19:16-22

Tuesday:
Jgs 6:11-24a/Ps 85:9, 11-12, 13-14/
Mt 19:23-30

Wednesday:
Jgs 9:6-15/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mt 20:1-16

Thursday:
Jgs 11:29-39a/Ps 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10/
Mt 22:1-14

Friday:
Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Ps 146:5-6ab, 6¢-7,
8-9a, 9bc-10/Mt 22:34-40

Saturday:
Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17/Ps 128:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/
Mt 23:1-12

Next Sunday:
Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2 (Mk 16:15)/
Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 17, 2025

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

During my baseball career, my best coach often said,
“You shouldn’t be worried if | yell at you. Be worried if

I don’t. If | stop pushing you, it means | don’t think you
have any more potential.” He demanded a lot, and |
knew it meant he saw that | could be something special
on the baseball field.

Jesus says some demanding words to us this week.

“Do you think | have come to establish peace on the
earth?” he asks, “No, tell you, but rather division”
(Luke 12:51). He wants you and me-in fact, all the
earth-to participate in the luminous glory of God. That’s
why he speaks of himself as a divine arsonist. Divine fire
is like a good coach: it demands the removal of all that
obstructs the achievement of the lofty goal.

How is your life demanding right now? That
inconvenient family situation, the unfair boss at work,
the kids who reject their parents’ wishes, the nagging
health issue? Maybe things would be more peaceful
devoid of these seemingly arbitrary difficulties. But for
us who believe in the one who comes to set the earth
of fire, we should be much more worried if he stops
demanding so much from us. In fact, let’s thank him for
it. He sees how glorious we can become.

— Father John Muir

| 20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ©LPi






