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Sunday, July 26
Lector: Connie Doss
Extraord. Ministers: Linda Roe, Kathy
Clark, Liz Clifford, Ron Eby

Sunday, August 2
Lector: Derek Paine
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The Catholic Diocese of Little Rock is committed to protecting children and young

or Church workers, please contact the State of Arkansas Hotline for Crimes against
Children at 1-800-482-5964 and the Chancellor | General Counsel, Den. Matthew A.
Glover, (501) 664-0340 ext. 361. For pastoral assistance please contact the Victim Assistance
Coordinator for the Diocese of Little Rock: Laura Gottsponer at (501) 499-9110. Diocese of
Little Rock, 2500 M. Tyler Street, Little Rock, AR 72207.

people. If you are aware of abuse or have been abused by Clerics, Church volunteers,

La Didcesis Catdlica de Little Rock esta comprometida a proteger a los nifios y jovenes. Si
usted estd enterado de algin abuso o ha sido abusado por Clérigos, voluntarios o
funcionarios de la Iglesia, por favor comuniguese a la Linea de Ayuda del Estado de
Arkansas para Crimenes contra Nifios al (800) 482-5964 v con el Canciller | Asesor
General, Didac. Matthew A. Glover (501) 664-0340, ext. 361. Para asistencia pastoral, por favor
comuniquese con la Coordinadora de Asistencia para Victimas de la Didcesis de Little Rock Laura
Gottsponer (501) 499-9110. Didcesis de Little Rock, 2500 N. Tyler Street, Little Rock, AR 72207.
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Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
“Give your servant, therefore, an understanding heart

to judge your people and to distinguish right from wrong.
For who is able to govern this vast people of yours?” (1 Kgs 3:9)

Psalm:
Lord, | love your commands. (Ps 119)

Second Reading:
We know that all things work for good for those who love God,
who are called according to his purpose. (Rom 8:28)

Gospel:
“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field,
which a person finds and hides again,
and out of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.”
Mt13:44)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Vi rtues, Explained!

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

The virtue of hospitality is
characterized by kindness and

Live The Litu rgy welcome, particularly to those who
Inspiration of the Week are strangers. It is the practice of true
Christian love — love purely for the
sake of the one “who loved us first”

(1 John 4:19).

Christ compares the kingdom of Heaven to

buried treasure — the find of a lifetime, one
you would risk everything to keep. Are we
doing all we can to hold onto this treasure

that we have been lucky enough to discover? Blessing for Our
What is Heaven worth to us? Parish
Dear God,
Observances for the week of Pour Your blessing upon our
parish, in need of Your renewal and
JUIy 26! 2026 inspiration.

Prune the places that need pruning,
and pour fresh grace and courage

Wednesday: Sts. Martha, Mary and Lazarus into our midst.

. Help us to find You and, with great
Thursday: g?tiit?:rh(jpcrgsologus, Bishop and Doctor joy, follow You wholeheartedly.

Amen.
Friday: St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest

Sunday: 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saturday: St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop and Doctor
of the Church

Next Sunday: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

©LPi SUNDAY, JULY 26, 2026 17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME



Worship & Meditation

Readings for the week of
July 26, 2026

Sunday:

1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77,127-
128, 129-130/Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44-52 or
13:44-46

Monday:
Jer 13:1-11/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21/Mt 13:31-35

Tuesday:
Jer 14:17-22/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/
Mt 13:36-43

Wednesday:
Jer 15:10, 16-21/Ps 59:2-3, 4, 10-11, 17,18/
Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42

Thursday: 2 .
Jer 18:1-6/Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab/ GosPeI Meditation . .
Mt 13:47-53 Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
. Around the time that the gold rushes ended in the nineteenth-
Friday: century West, a curious phenomenon arose in New England
Jer 26:1-9/Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14/Mt 13:54-58 known as money diggers. These were men who roamed the
countryside with shovels, divining rods, and superstitious hope,
Saturday: convinced that treasure lay buried beneath their feet. Surely
Jer 26:11-16, 24/Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34/ there must be gold under our feet. But there was not. The craze
Mt 14:1-12 of these wild goose chases caused many to lose farms, families,
’ and sanity.

Next Sunday: In this week’s Gospel, Jesus inaugurates a new era of spiritual
Is 55:1-3/Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18/ money digging. He announces, “The kingdom of heaven is like
Rom 8:35, 37-39/Mt 14:13-21 a treasure buried in a field.” He invites us to become treasure
seekers who search in the right place. What is of greatest value
is not money beneath our feet, but the infinite treasure hidden
deep in the humanity of Jesus himself, God’s own blessed life.
The glory of heaven lies veiled in his ordinary life, his teaching,
his suffering, his Church.

This teaching about the Kingdom changes things. Now we see
the Church’s doctrinal and moral teachings are not arbitrary
rules. They are a treasure map. Follow them, and we will uncover
divine happiness. Ignore them, and we will wander aimlessly,
spade in hand, digging in empty fields, discouraged.

Where have we wasted energy seeking treasure in the wrong
places? How have we given up on seeking the treasure of truly
finding God’s love for us? If so, let us repent of both. Then let us
dust off our shovels and get back to digging deep into the field
of Christ Jesus and his Church. After all, He never ceases seeking
his treasure in us.

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for

Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in — Father John Muir
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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