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“The Son of Man will send his
angels, and they wiill collect out of
his kingdom all who cause others

to sin and all evildoers. They wiill
throw them into the fiery furnace,
where there will be wailing and
grinding of teeth. Then the

the kingdom of their Father.”
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Sunday, July 19
Lector: Robin Grear
Extraord. Ministers: Sommer Paine,

Lina Roe, Clarelyse Krajeski, Ron Eby

Sunday, July 26
Lector: Connie Doss
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The Catholic Diocese of Little Rock is committed to protecting children and young

or Church workers, please contact the State of Arkansas Hotline for Crimes against
Children at 1-800-482-5964 and the Chancellor | General Counsel, Den. Matthew A.
Glover, (501) 664-0340 ext. 361. For pastoral assistance please contact the Victim Assistance

Coordinator for the Diocese of Little Rock: Laura Gottsponer at (501) 499-9110. Diocese of
Little Rock, 2500 M. Tyler Street, Little Rock, AR 72207.

people. If you are aware of abuse or have been abused by Clerics, Church volunteers,

La Didcesis Catdlica de Little Rock esta comprometida a proteger a los nifios y jovenes. Si
usted estd enterado de algin abuso o ha sido abusado por Clérigos, voluntarios o
funcionarios de la Iglesia, por favor comuniguese a la Linea de Ayuda del Estado de
Arkansas para Crimenes contra Nifios al (800) 482-5964 v con el Canciller | Asesor
General, Didac. Matthew A. Glover (501) 664-0340, ext. 361. Para asistencia pastoral, por favor
comuniquese con la Coordinadora de Asistencia para Victimas de la Didcesis de Little Rock Laura
Gottsponer (501) 499-9110. Didcesis de Little Rock, 2500 N. Tyler Street, Little Rock, AR 72207.




Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
For your might is the source of justice;

your mastery over all things makes you lenient to all.
(Wis 12:16)

Psalm:
Lord, you are good and forgiving. (Ps 86)

Second Reading:

And the one who searches hearts
knows what is the intention of the Spirit,
because he intercedes for the holy ones
according to God’s will. (Rom 8:27)

Gospel:
“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed
that a person took and sowed in a field.
It is the smallest of all the seeds,
yet when full-grown it is the largest of plants.”
(Mt 13:31-32)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

The mustard seed was the smallest seed, but
it grew to be the largest plant because it was
well-tended. This is faith: looking past what
is to see what can be, if only we make the
necessary choice.

Observances for the week of July

19, 2026

Sunday: 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday: St. Apollinaris, Bishop & Martyr
Tuesday: St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest and Doctor of the Church

Wednesday: St. Mary Magdalene

Thursday: St. Bridget, Religious
Friday: St. Sharbel Makhldf, Priest
Saturday: St. James, Apostle

Next Sunday: 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Virtues, Explained!

Generosity is a hallmark of
Christian discipleship. Christ
placed our needs above his own,
so we likewise place the needs

of others above our own. Our
concern for our brothers and
sisters must be evident not just in
what we do but in how we do it —
with cheerfulness and love.

Blessing for Summer

O God,

Pour your blessing upon these
summer months of sun and
clouds, flowers and growth. In this
season of cultivation, cultivate

us as we worship, work, play, and
rest in You. May this season, and
all the others, serve to draw us
closer to You.

Amen.

©LPi SUNDAY, JULY 19, 2026 16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME



Readings for the week of
July 19, 2026

Sunday:
Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16/
Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30

Monday:
Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21
and 23/Mt 12:38-42

Tuesday:
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8/
Mt 12:46-50

Wednesday:
Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17Ps 63:2, 3-4,
5-6, 8-9/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18

Thursday:
Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-9,
10-11/Mt 13:10-17

Friday:
Jer 3:14-17/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13/
Mt 13:18-23

Saturday:
2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5,
6/Mt 20:20-28

Next Sunday:

1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77,127-
128, 129-130/Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44-52 or
13:44-46

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

SUNDAY, JULY 19, 2026

Worship & Meditation

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

A man recently told me he was losing patience with the
Church. “It’s supposed to be God’s Kingdom on earth,”

he said, “but it’s full of contradictions and hypocrisy. Why
can’t the Church just be better?” That last word landed with
a judgmental thud. It hurt. Because at times the Church can
look painfully ordinary, even disappointing.

But Jesus’ parables in today’s Gospel meet that frustration
head-on. He says, “The kingdom of heaven may be likened
to a man who sowed good seed in his field,” yet the weeds
grow up with the wheat, and the master allows both to grow
together until harvest. To his listeners, this sounded strange,
even offensive. They expected God’s reign to be pure,
powerful, and glorious, anything but mixed up, hidden, or
small.

Jesus is showing us something essential. The Kingdom
always begins small and grows amid imperfection. Grace
and weakness exist side by side until the harvest. That is why
the Church often looks messy. Yet within that mess, God’s
quiet work continues. The weeds do not stop the wheat from
growing.

When we see the Church’s flaws or our own, it helps to
remember that this is exactly the field in which Christ chose
to plant. The miracle is not that everything looks perfect, but
that his Word keeps taking root anyway.

Lord, give me patience with Your field, the Church. Help me
see Your hidden life growing even among the weeds. Amen.

— Father John Muir

16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ©LPi






