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THE ASCENSION
OF THE LORD
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: Go, therefore, and make
disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.”
- Mt 28:18b-19

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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Seminarians for the
month of May

Adventure based camp for boys
ages 9-13 on the campus of Subiaco
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The Catholic Diocese of Little Rock is committed to protecting children and young

people. If you are aware of abuse or have been abused by Clerics, Church volunteers,

or Church workers, please contact the State of Arkansas Hotline for Crimes against

Children at 1-800-482-5964 and the Chancellor | General Counsel, Den. Matthew A.
Glover, (501) 664-0340 ext. 361. For pastoral assistance please contact the Victim Assistance
Coordinator for the Diocese of Little Rock: Laura Gottsponer at (501) 499-9110. Diocese of
Little Rock, 2500 M. Tyler Street, Little Rock, AR 72207.

La Didcesis Catdlica de Little Rock esta comprometida a proteger a los nifios y jovenes. Si
usted estd enterado de algin abuso o ha sido abusado por Clérigos, voluntarios o
funcionarios de la Iglesia, por favor comuniquese a la Linea de Ayuda del Estado de
Arkansas para Crimenes contra Nifios al (800) 482-5964 v con el Canciller | Asesor
General, Didac. Matthew A. Glover (501) 664-0340, ext. 361. Para asistencia pastoral, por favor
comuniquese con la Coordinadora de Asistencia para Victimas de la Didcesis de Little Rock Laura
Gottsponer (501) 499-9110. Didcesis de Little Rock, 2500 N. Tyler Street, Little Rock, AR 72207.




HE CASE TOR

JESUS

.

THE BiBLICAL AND HISTORICAL EVIDENCE FOR CHRIST

Summer Adult
Education Program

Sundays from
9:30-10:30am

St. Anne’s Church, Hall

(unless otherwise stated)

https://

stannesberryville.com/

Facebook: Saint Anne
Catholic Church

St. Anne’s Catholic Church
invites all adults to join our
upcoming Catholic Adult

Christian Education class

beginning Sunday, May 17,

from 9:30-10:30 AM.

This is a 9-week study
featuring the Formed course
“The Case for Jesus: The
Biblical and Historical
Evidence”, which explores
who Jesus really is through
Scripture and history.

Coffee and tea will be
provided until 10:00 AM.

For more information or to
register, please contact the
church office or email Robin
Grear at

robingrear @me.com.

We look forward to learning
and growing together in faith!

Amazon - Starting at $34.95
ISBN-10

1950939529
Catholic Market - $24.95



Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
When they entered the city

they went to the upper room where they were staying.

(Acts 1:13)

Psalm:

| believe that | shall see the good things of the Lord in the
land of the living. (Ps 27)

Or Alleluia.

Second Reading:
If you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are you,
for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. (1 Pt 4:14)

Gospel:

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said,
“Father, the hour has come.

Give glory to your son, so that your son may glorify you,
just as you gave him authority over all people,
so that your son may give eternal life to all you gave
him.” (Jn 17:1-2)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

Eternal life, Jesus tells us, is about knowing God.
It’s not about power or accomplishment. It’s not
earned or won. It’'s not a prize, and it’s certainly
not a finish line. It’s a relationship — one that is
ours to begin. How will we know God this week?

Observances for the week of
May 17, 2026

Sunday: The Ascension of the Lord; 7th Sunday of Easter;
World Communications Day

Monday: St. John |, Pope and Martyr

Wednesday: St. Bernardine of Siena, Priest

Thursday: St. Christopher Magallanes, Priest, and
Companions, Martyrs

Friday: St. Rita of Cascia, Religious

Next Sunday: Pentecost Sunday

Virtues, Explained!

The virtue of loyalty is closely linked
to the virtue of obedience, wherein
we freely submit ourselves to rightful
authority. We are called to be loyal

to our bishops, to Scripture and
Tradition, to the teaching authority of
the Church, and to the Christian way
of life.

Blessing for
Communications

Dear Jesus,

On this World Communications Day,
bless each of us as we communicate,
whether by conversation, email,

text, post, letter, or phone. May our
words bring peace, comfort, healing,
promise, joy, and love. May we bring
your blessing wherever we go.
Amen.

©LPi SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2026 @ SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER



Readings for the week of
May 17, 2026

Sunday:
Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47: 2-3, 6-7, 8-9/Eph 1:17-
23/Mt 28:16-20

Monday:
Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab/
Jn 16:29-33

Tuesday:
Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21/
Jn17:1-NMa

Wednesday:
Acts 20:28-38/ Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a,
35bc-36ab/Jn 17:11b-19

Thursday:
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8,
9-10, 11/Jn 17:20-26

Friday:
Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab/
Jn 21:15-19

Saturday:
Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11:4, 5 and 7/
Jn 21:20-25

Next Sunday:

Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or
Ez 37:1-14 or JI 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24 and
35, 27-28, 29b-30/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-
39 or, for the Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9/
Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b/Ez 37:1-14/J1 3:1-5/
Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 (see Lectionary
for Mass Supplement, 62) Day: Acts 2:1-
11/Ps 104:1 and 24, 29-30, 31 and 34/

1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-23
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Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2026

Worship & Meditation
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Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

Not long after my brother’s first child was born, a beautiful little girl
named Mary Elise, | asked him what it was like. Was he nervous?
Overwhelmed? He said, “When | first held her, | was in such shock.

| think | just said, ‘l am your dad. | am your dad.”” That moment
marked a deep transformation for him. He was not just holding

a baby; he was stepping into a new identity. Over the years, |

have seen him live his fatherhood with quiet sacrifice, joy, and
faithfulness. It started with that moment of truth.

This, | propose, is a glimpse of what Jesus means when he prays,
“Consecrate them in the truth.” (John 17:17) To be consecrated is to
be set apart in love, not taken out of the world. Consecration sends
us into it with a new identity, always one that binds us to him and to
others in love. Our bond to Jesus and others is the deep truth that
he continually renews.

Whenever we speak deep truths about ourselves, we experience this
renewal: “| have sinned;” “I need help;” “I forgive you;” “I take you as
my husband;” “| believe in one God...” Whether in confession, in the
liturgy, or in a recovery group, truth heals and transforms.

And the deepest truth of all? That we belong to the Risen and
Ascended Christ. Our lives are no longer just ours. We are his and he
is ours.

Name one truth you need to step into more deeply, about yourself,
someone else, or God. Maybe put it on a note on your mirror. Let
that truth consecrate you this week.

— Father John Muir

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER ©LPi
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: We do the best we have, with the words that we have, to
express who God is. But saying the words isn't enough. We have to take them
into the silence of our hearts and hold them there, inviting the Spirit to move
among them. Liberate them. Unleash them.

When Words Fail
| love words (obviously; I'm a writer).

But sometimes, words are like teeny, tiny cages. They enclose and confine and
restrict our understanding of supernatural realities that are, by their nature,
bigger than language.

We do the best we have, with the words that we have, to express who God is.
We use terms like “Father” and “Son” because they are the most accurate. But
often, without really noticing, we give the words too much weight, and we find
ourselves thinking of Jesus as a human son and the Creator as a human father,
with all the implications those particular words carry for different people.

That’s why | love hearing Christ speak to God the Father in the Gospels.
These one-sided conversations (at least from our viewpoint) pull back the
curtain just a little on the breathtaking intimacy that exists between the two.
Our misunderstandings of their relationship — framed by our own human
experience of fathers and sons, of time and place, of creation and death — are
shattered.

“Now glorify me, Father, with you,” Jesus says, “with the glory that | had with
you before the world began.”

Before the world began.

In our collective imagination, too often we imagine Jesus as being connected
— tethered, really — to a certain time and place: the Incarnation, and all that
came after. But let’s not get confused: the Incarnation means that the Son
became flesh, and dwelt among us. The Incarnation does not mean that the
Son became.

The Son was. From the very beginning, He was. Begotten, not made.
Consubstantial.

We say these words every week in the Creed. But saying them isn’t enough.
We have to take them into the silence of our hearts and hold them there. We
have to invite the Spirit to move among them. Rearrange them. Liberate them.
Unleash them.

Only then will we understand what words fail to explain.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

Couldn’t Jesus have done more good
if he stayed on earth, rather than
ascended into heaven?

Answer:

This is an interesting question! During
his earthly life, Jesus gave sight to
the blind, healed paralytics, drove

out demons, and fed thousands with
only a few loaves of bread. Imagine
what he could have done if he’d never
ascended into heaven! Imagine what
our world could be! It’s an interesting
thought to consider, especially as the
world faces challenges that only seem
to deepen and expand. Yet at the
Last Supper, Jesus says, “It is better
for you if | go.” Why? His response
must have seemed strange to the
Apostles at the time. In his place,
Jesus says, he will send the Paraclete,
the Comforter, the Advocate. He
promises to send the Holy Spirit.

Jesus’ departure allows the Apostles
to become the leaders he has formed
them to be. Jesus is no longer
situated in only one geographical
location, and his Church will never be
a political kingdom. Soon after the
Ascension, we celebrate Pentecost

— the descent of the Holy Spirit and
the radical empowerment of the
followers of Jesus. We share in that
empowerment and in that mission.
Jesus is present in the sacraments,
and he is present in us. Through our
faith, hope, and love, we are called to
be the good he does here on earth!

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER






