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New for 2025!
Swmall group study
on evangelization

by Pope Francis.
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o Catechesis from Pope Francis
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Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together;
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. (40:5)

Psalm: BLESSING

O bless the Lord, my soul. (Ps 104)

OF THE

Second Reading:

He saved us through the bath of rebirth i THROAT

and renewal by the Holy Spirit. (Ti 3:5)

Gospel:

After all the people had been baptized
and Jesus also had been baptized and was praying,
heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him
in bodily form like a dove. (Lk 3:22)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. Devotions, Explained!

Catholics traditionally receive
a blessing of the throat on the

Live The Liturgy feast day of St. Blaise (Feb. 3),
Inspiration of the Week who was a bishop and martyr

of fourth-century Armenia.
“The people were filled with expectation,” writes During the blessing, a cross
Luke. And so we find ourselves, two thousand is formed from two blessed
years later, filled with expectation, with longing. candles that are held over
Who can give us what we seek? Only the one the throat.

upon whom the dove descended. Follow him.

Prayer for Baptism

Observances for the week of
Oh God,

January 12: 2025 You desire each of us to
Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord be a part of Your sacred
Monday: St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church family, called and invited into
Tuesday: relationship with You._May
the grace of our Baptisms
Wednesday:
surround us anew, who are
Thursday: beloved and chosen by You.
Friday: St. Anthony, Abbot
Saturday: January 18-25 is the Week of Prayer for Amen.

Christian Unity
Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

©LPi SUNDAY, JANUARY 12, 2025 THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD



Readings for the week of
January 12, 2025

Sunday:

Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-
28, 29-30 (O)/Ti 211-14; 3:4-7/

Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

Monday:
Heb 1:1-6/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c, 9/
Mk 1:14-20

Tuesday:
Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9/
Mk 1:21-28

Wednesday:
Heb 2:14-18/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9/
Mk 1:29-39

Thursday:
Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11/
Mk 1:40-45

Friday:
Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6¢-7, 8/
Mk 2:1-12

Saturday:
Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mk 2:13-17

Next Sunday:
Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 (3)/
1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-1

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Worship & Meditation

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

In my second year of theology studies, | went to confession to
a priest visiting the seminary for a three-day retreat. My heart
wasn’t in it. | was going through the motions. | confessed my
sins and waited for his response. The priest said, “For your
penance, I'd like you to go into the chapel and repeat the
words ‘You are my beloved Son, with you | am well pleased’
(Luke 3:22) until they mean something to you.” Easy penance,
| thought.

But to my surprise, | struggled to say those words. | sensed

a strong interior resistance blocking them. How could God

be well-pleased with me? He couldn’t be, | thought. A battle
within me ensued. Two hours later, the resistance vanished,
and | found myself able to speak, and claim as my own, those
marvelous words. | emerged from the chapel with a new, deep,
peaceful conviction that | was indeed God’s beloved son.

Those words are a precious gift from heaven to all of us. Jesus’
baptism, which we celebrate this week, offers them to us.

Are we willing to receive these words anew? Many things can
block this deepening of our baptismal identity: failings, sins,
disappointments, traumas, problems, and so on. Yet God’s
love is always greater. This week | challenge you to prayerfully
repeat these words over yourself — or perhaps over someone
you’re struggling to love — until those words find a home in
your heart.

— Father John Muir
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